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until 6:15 P.M. on August 3. It alleged several hostile
French acts: French troops had crossed the frontier in the
'Vosges. "A French aviator, who must have flown across
Belgium territory, was shot down yesterday in an attempt
to wreck the railroad at Wesel . . . Yesterday, French air-
men dropped bombs on the railroads near Karlsruhe and
Nuremberg, Thus France has forced us into war/' Schoen
was therefore instructed to communicate the foregoing
to the French Government, ask for his passports, and
turn over the Embassy to the charge of the American
Ambassador.135
The alleged hostile acts were based on false informa-
tion which the German Government, in its haste, had
taken no care to verify. Furthermore, the despatch to
Schoen reached him in a very mutilated form, so that much
of it was unintelligible. Though the declaration of war
and the grounds for it were such a very serious matter,
Schoen did not feel justified in taking the necessary time to
get from Berlin a complete and exact text of the mutilated
document* He had been told to deliver the declaration at
6:00 P.M. Bethmann again wished to bo formally correct
in notifying a state of war before the German forces crossed
the frontier into France, as they were about to do in accord-
ance with the pre-arranged and all-important plan of cam-
paign,
Schoen therefore put together, as best he could, a
declaration of war based on his mutilated telegram, and
handed it in to Viviani, It contained the untrue allegations
as to the French aviators over Wesel, Karlsruhe and
Nuremberg,486
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